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Great Falls

Preschool
Pageant
News, Page 18

‘Christmas
Came Early
This Year’
News, Page 3

Big Red Machine
News, Page 3

‘Christmas
Came Early
This Year’
News, Page 3

Big Red Machine
News, Page 3

From left, Tommy Maxson, 4, Peter
Kuligowski, 4 and Drew Maguire, 4, as the

three kings, exit the stage after the St.
Francis Creche Christmas pageant last Friday.
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TAKE 40% OFF ON EVERY
PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE ON
2010 HOLIDAY MERCHANDISE

VALID THURSDAY–FRIDAY 12/16–12/24
EXCLUDES CLEARANCE ITEMS, CHRISTOPHER

RADKO, MARK ROBERTS & MARIPOSA

Don’t Miss Our
After-Christmas Sale

Open Sunday, December 26 • 11–5
50% Off 2010 Holiday Merchandise
30% Off Mark Roberts, Christopher

Radko and Mariposa
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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he big, red 1960 Peter Pirsch open cab
pumper truck has been a fixture at Great
Falls community events for years, and
now it’s officially a part of the fabric of

Great Falls. The Great Falls Hose Company, a group
of friends who purchased the truck in 1998, donated
it to the Great Falls Charitable Foundation so it will
be a part of the community for years to come.

“By making this donation, we can ensure that the
fire truck can continue to play its role in the commu-
nity long after we’re gone,” said Mike Kearney, owner
of the Old Brogue, a member of the hose company
and a board member for the foundation.

The members of the company are Kearney, Kim
Preston, Don Hintz, Rich Curd and Peter Garahan.
The late John Metalski was also a member.

The fire truck makes annual appearances at the
Fourth of July Parade, the Halloween Spooktacular
and the Christmas Tree lighting, where it carries the
all-important task of bringing Santa Claus to the fes-
tivities. Several of the owners say that is their favor-
ite event of the year.

“The truck is really the centerpiece of the Tree
Lighting, all the kids are gathered there, and all of a
sudden there’s a sparking fire truck and Santa and
Mrs. Claus on the back,” Garahan said. “The faces of

the children just light up, it’s amazing to see.”

THE GROUP originally thought of purchasing a fire
truck as a perfect party truck, and an open-cab
pumper would give them enough room to fit plenty
of people. The group scoured literature from many
antique fire equipment groups around the country,
and finally found one in Lexington, Ky.

They recruited local fire fighter Mike Andreano to
help them evaluate the truck, were able to negotiate
a price and managed to secure an equipment hauler
to bring the truck back to Great Falls.

The group spent a few months repairing, painting
and polishing the truck before it was ready for use.
It made its first appearance at the annual Fourth of
July parade.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

T
he chorus of Wish List
angels triumphed
again this holiday sea-

son, raising more than $21,000
in gift cards and gifts to give to
local homeless families and fos-
ter teens.

“I was so happy when I
learned we raised over $4,500
in the gift card bowl alone,” said
Ginger Mahon, a Great Falls
mom who launched the Wish

List Project in 2000. The com-
munity outreach program gives
generous local residents the
opportunity to grant the wishes
of local homeless families and
foster teens.

“I am always amazed at how
giving people are, and this year
was no exception. We answered
the ‘wishes’ for 26 families be-
ing assisted at two local shel-
ters, 75 foster teens and 28
homeless single adults. We also

Carolyn Wilson, Alexa Smith and Amanda Mahon - all
8th graders - wrap presents before the big Wish List
Drop-Off party.

Forestville Elementary School 5th graders and mem-
bers of Girl Scout Troop #316 participated in The
Wish List Project by collecting dozens of new books
to give to area foster children. The scouts wrapped
each book individually with special ribbons, said
Troop leaders Cynthia Adler and Lisa Pruim. In
photo, front row: Deirdre P. Karlye P., Kendall H.,
Nadia E., Emma C., Anika P.; back row: Ellie W., Katie
A., Amelia P., Maddie M. Not pictured but partici-
pated: Erica B., Haley L., Caroline H.

The project raises more than
$21,000 for homeless families.

Wish List Touches Many

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
C

o
u
r
t
n
e
y
 
E
n
g
l
e

Vintage fire truck
donated to Great Falls
Charitable Foundation.

Big Red Machine

Children watch the annual Great Falls
Fourth of July Parade from 1960 Peter
Pirsch open cab pumper that has become
a staple of community events in Great
Falls. The owners of the truck recently
donated it to the Great Falls Charitable
Foundation.

The 1960 Peter Pirsch open cab pumper is
decorated for Halloween at the Great Falls
Spooktacular. Halloween, along with the
Fourth of July Parade and the Tree Light-
ing are some of the annual appearances
the fire truck makes in Great Falls.

From left, Kara Henderson, 9, Maddy
Thring, 10 and Ashley Baradari, 11, stand
next to the 1960 Peter Pirsch open cab
pumper that brings Santa Claus to the tree
lighting every year.
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See Fire Truck,  Page 5

See Wish List,  Page 17
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Chris Bass (right), Broker/Owner of Langley Real
Estate, LLC, presents the Principal of Langley High
School, Matt Ragone with a check for $1,000.

Local Realtor Supports
Local Schools

Last Wednesday, Chris Bass, Broker/Owner of Langley Real Es-
tate, LLC, presented the Principal of Langley High School, Matt
Ragone with a check for $1,000 reflecting Langley Real Estate’s
commitment to support local schools. As a long term resident of
Great Falls, Reston and Herndon and graduate of Langley High
School, Bass has been a teacher at Langley High School since
1999, Realtor since 2005, and an active community member. Early
in his real estate career Bass recognized the impact of local school
system on residential property values and made a commitment
to support the schools by donating a portion of every sale to the
school of his client’s choosing.

 For more, langleyrealestate@gmail.com, 703-376-1043

Riverbend Park Programs
Expand to Historic Properties

Riverbend Park has long been home to a rich variety of nature
programs. Thousands of people visit the park each year to learn
about local flora and fauna from the park’s naturalists. However,
traveling to Great Falls for a program or class can sometimes be
difficult; so many people haven’t experienced these high-quality
programs. That’s about to change in the New Year.

Beginning January 2011, Riverbend Park staff will supervise a
slate of new classes held in Park Authority historic properties lo-
cated throughout Fairfax County. Riverbend’s naturalists will con-
duct the nature programs, and a wide range of new classes are
being offered, too. New programs will appeal to children, home-
school students, and adults, and include nature adventures and
hands-on activities and experiments, as well as classes for yoga
and self-defense, painting and photography, and bridge.

News

By Jeanne Theismann

The Connection

L
ess than 48 hours after federal district
Judge Henry E. Hudson ruled that the pro
vision in the health care reform law re
quiring individuals to purchase insurance

is unconstitutional, Virginia’s Attorney General Ken
Cuccinelli, architect of the controversial litigation,
was savoring his first-round victory at a private
fundraiser Dec. 15 in Northern Virginia.

“Christmas came early this year,” Cuccinelli told a
group of friends and supporters at the home of Su-
san and David Hirschmann.

After addressing a crowd that included U.S. Rep.
Adrian Smith (R-NE), U.S. Rep. Sam Graves (R-GA),
Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources Doug
Domenich, Del. Barbara Comstock (R-34) and RNC
state committeeman Morton Blackwell, Cuccinelli
spoke about the media whirlwind following the Dec.
12 decision.

“The last 48 hours have been tightly scheduled
talking to a lot of different folks,” Cuccinelli said.
“Some of them are hostile, some are friendly and
some are actually objective as I’m trying to explain
to people why we are carrying the case forward.”

While many were surprised at the outcome,
Cuccinelli was not.

“The shock of actually winning is fun,” Cuccinelli
said. “I don’t mean my shock, I mean other people’s.
We’re not shocked at all. We analyzed this closely
before we ever made a move on it. Everybody else
just presumed the outcome.”

Despite the international spotlight on the case,
Cuccinelli has taken a back seat in the courtroom to
Virginia’s solicitor general, who will argue the case
when it is expected to go before the Supreme Court
in 2011-2012.

“Our solicitor general is one of those guys where
people frequently say ‘that’s the smartest person I’ve
ever been in a room with,’” Cuccinelli said of E.
Duncan Getchell. “And because he’s not the attorney
general, he can spend more time with the details
planning for the curveballs. I would love to argue it
and am capable of arguing it, but he’s the one who
knows the case law and history, which is critically
important.”

In addition to the health care case, Cuccinelli talked
about other significant issues his office has tackled.

“Like the health care case, the EPA case is about
protecting the constitution,” Cuccinelli said of the
pending suit against the Environmental Protection
Agency’s move to regulate greenhouse gasses. “It’s
also about the rule of law and the economy. Typi-
cally, we are trying to support Virginia’s good busi-
ness environment.”

Another success for Cuccinelli was allowing absen-
tee ballots that arrive after Election Day to be
counted.

“Protecting the voting rights for our military mem-
bers deployed abroad is important,” Cuccinelli said.
“We have registrars who don’t get absentee ballots
out on time so now for the first time we allow people’s
votes that arrive after Election Day to be counted.”

According to Cuccinelli, the races to watch in 2011
will be in Northern Virginia.

“I believe we’re going to have a great candidate in
Janet Howell’s district — Caren Merrick,” Cuccinelli
said. “In the Prince William-Loudoun swath we’re
going to get a new senate seat and that open seat is
going to be very interesting regardless of where it
lands.”

Cuccinelli, who has remained in the area since tak-
ing office earlier this year, was happy to be back
where he considers home.

“I get mocked in other parts of the state but this is
where I grew up,” Cuccinelli said.  “This is where I
went to school, this is where my kids have grown up
and where they’re going to school.  My wife did the
same thing. We’re those rarities — we actually grew
up here and stayed here and we’re very happy with
that.”

Officer Stops
Commercial Robbery

On Monday, Dec. 13 around 9:45 p.m., a man with his face
covered by a mask, entered the CVS store located at 9871
Georgetown Pike in Great Falls. The man displayed a knife and
ordered employees to turn over medicines. A responding police
officer was able to enter the store and approach the suspect from
behind. The officer tackled the suspect and took him into cus-
tody. No one was injured.

A 21-year-old Great Falls resident was charged with robbery
and wearing a mask in commission of a robbery.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime Solvers by
phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail at
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text “TIP187” plus your message
to CRIMES/274637 or call Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131.

Week in Great Falls

Attorney General
Ken Cuccinelli
addresses support-
ers at a Dec. 15
gathering in North-
ern Virginia.

Photo by

Jeanne Theismann/

The Connection

‘Christmas Came Early This Year’
Fundraiser turns into
celebration for Cuccinelli.
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$10 OFF Service Call
Limit one coupon per residence.

Servicing Northern Virginia for Over 80 YearsServicing Northern Virginia for Over 80 Years

FAIRFAX COUNTY / ALEXANDRIA CITY

ARLINGTON COUNTY / FALLS CHURCH CITY

703-250-4200

703-524-1250

www.baumbach.com

FAIRFAX COUNTY / ALEXANDRIA CITY

ARLINGTON COUNTY / FALLS CHURCH CITY

703-250-4200

703-524-1250

www.baumbach.com

PROTECT YOUR THIRD BIGGEST INVESTMENT
(after your house and spouse)

Factory-trained mechanic with over 30 years experience
and a long-time resident of Great Falls will do mainte-
nance and light service work on your vehicle at your house
and at your convenience by appointment.

Keep newer vehicle warrantees binding and extend the
efficient operating life of any vehicle at a fraction of the
cost (with fewer surprises and far less wasted time).

Before your next oil change is due, please call
540-406-1408 for more information and local references.

Free estimates and referrals. New and used car purchas-
ing assistance. Pre-trip safety checks. Winterizing for all
your equipment. Plus more—just ask.

Having your Family and Friends visit this year?

Special Rates for the
Holiday Season include:
Complimentary Shuttle Service

Hot Breakfast Buffet
Extended Checkout Times

Or contact Sales for Group Information at: 703-336-5004
Or E-mail: monikastepp@granddukehotels.com

Contact Us with Your Reservation
Reservations: 800-238-8000 • Hotel: 703-448-5400

www.staybridge.com/mcleanva

Make their stay warm and
comfortable with us at the

Staybridge Suites
McLean-Tysons Corner

Se Habla Español • statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Find out why more people trust State Farm
for car insurance. See if you qualify for
Multi-Car and Multiple Line Discounts.
Call me today.

CHRISTMAS EVE, December 24
5:00 P.M. ~ Children’s
Christmas Eve program

7:30 P.M. ~ Christmas Eve service of
Holy Communion with traditional carols

10:00 P.M. ~ Christmas Eve candlelight
service of Holy Communion

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26
One Service only ~ at 9:30 A.M.

Scripture Lessons and Christmas Carols
(Child Care Available)

Church Office: 703-437-5020
Preschool: 703-437-4511

www.gslcva.org

1133 Reston Avenue,
Herndon, VA 20170

Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.

From Page 3

“It was a big hit with the kids
there, so we started taking it to the
Village Centre for Halloween to
hand out candy,” Garahan said.
“Over the years it has become
more and more of a part of this
community, and as we’ve gotten
older, we wanted to make sure it
would stay in Great Falls in per-
petuity.”

It is currently stored at the home
of Pat Nugent, president of John
Nugent and Sons. Nugent has a big
garage that can fit the gigantic
truck and he is able to maintain it
in working order.

“With a truck like that, there’s
always something leaking or bro-
ken, and since they don’t make
parts for it, sometimes you have
to be creative,” Nugent said. “But
I’m into that kind of stuff, and I
have a mechanic that works for my
company that likes to tinker
around with it, so it’s well worth
having around.”

DESPITE ITS AGE, Kearney can
only recall one time where the
truck has actually stopped running
while in use, at the intersection of
Route 7 and Sterling Boulevard,
and the big truck blocked off an
entire side of traffic.

But just as a precaution, they
usually have a vehicle trailing the
truck on its various runs, Kearney
said.

In addition to its regular stops,
it also makes occasional appear-
ances at other events, such as the
annual Easter Egg Hunt, and the
Great Falls Library’s 10-year anni-
versary in October.

“It’s shiny, big and red, who
wouldn’t love it?” Nugent said.
“My kids love to play on it, and
most kids at any event are drawn
to it.”

Garahan agrees, saying “it’s like
a magnet for children, something
about the size and color just draws
them in. They know it’s special and
that it’s not like the fire trucks that
are used now.”

The owners are now hoping that
the truck will stay right in Great
Falls, since the Great Falls Chari-
table Foundation is focused on the
local community.

“Since the foundation is Great
Falls-centric, it belongs to the com-
munity now,” Garahan said.
“Hopefully in 20 years, when
we’ve long forgotten about it, the
truck will still be there serving the
community.”

News

Fire Truck
Donated to
Community



6  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  December 22-28, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

The Langley High School
Women’s Chamber Choir visited
the North Pole and brought tears
to the eyes of an adoring audience
at the United Airlines Fantasy Flight
event on Saturday, Dec.11.  Every
year United Airlines volunteers
transform a section of Terminal D
at Dulles International Airport into
the North Pole for a few hours on a
Saturday morning in December so
that terminally ill children can visit

a fantasy land with their families
and meet Santa.  The children and
their families boarded a plane and
taxied around the runway before
arriving at the North Pole terminal
where they were greeted by the
Women’s Chamber Choir in their
Renaissance-style gowns singing
Christmas carols.  The songs and
smiles continued while everyone
deplaned into the North Pole fan-
tasy land.

Every January, Langley High
School provides an evening of fun
and frolic with the political sati-
rists Capitol Steps.

This has been a long-standing
tradition at the school and the
auditorium is filled with parents,
friends, fans and students. Seniors
taking AP Government often get
extra credit by showing their ticket
stub to their teachers. The show
provides a satirical view at the
Washington antics, developments
and the international arena.

Year after year, Capitol Steps
helps support the Langley High
School All Night Grad Party, a tra-

dition at Langley High School
where graduates can spend the
night safely with their friends. The
school is transformed into a ca-
sino, amusement park, food court,
and so much more. This is all done
through the hard work of parents
and teacher volunteers with funds
from events like Capitol Steps.

The annual Capitol Steps perfor-
mance will take place on Sunday,
Jan. 23, at 7 p.m. in the Langley
High School Auditorium.

Tickets are available for $30
through Abby Mackness, 1310
Scotts Run Rd. McLean, VA 22102.
Questions to: amackness@juno.com

The members of the Women’s Chamber Choir are Betsy
Abraham, Julie Abraham, Tamana Ahmad, Ambert Bennet,
Jessica Bumsted, Colleen Cofer, Mia Engelhardt, Sarah
Etherton, Taylor Goodson, Sarah Larkworthy, Kushali
Marwaha, Emma  Mercer, Smruthi Rudraraju, Savannah
Smith, Abby Thompson, Amelia Welch, and Alina Zufall.

Langley High Choir Performs at
‘Fantasy Land’

Capitol Steps
will perform at
Langley High
on Sunday,
Jan. 23.

Capitol Steps to Perform at
Langley High

News
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www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

At Same Location,
Under Same Ownership

for 47 years

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street
Old Town Herndon
Hours: Mon., Tues.,

Thurs. & Fri. 9-6
Wed. 9-5, Sat 10-3

• 100% Continuous
   Filament  Nylon
• Stainmaster
• Choice of 28 Colors

 3.06
 Sq. ft.

Installed w/6lb. pad
Take-up & haul away old

carpet, small additional charge.

$

All Oriental Rugs
on Sale!

ALL HARDWOOD
on SALE

Jimmys

Wall-to-Wall Carpet

•Plant on Premises
•Washing
•Refringing
•Repairs
•Reweaving
•Appraisals
FREE Pickup & Delivery
for Rolled & Ready Rugs

20%
OFF
20%
OFF

Expires12/29/10

Oriental Rug
Cleaning

Expires12/29/10

News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

G
reat Falls resident Robin Rentsch,
a senior citizen, can remember the
extreme measure she had to take
to get out of her house during last

winter’s blizzard.
“I must have had five feet of snow built up

around my driveway, and then it froze,” she
said. “I had to go at it with a pickax.”

The Virginia Department of Transportation
outlined improvements in their snow removal
program Dec. 14 at the Grange in Great Falls,
pledging that last year’s blizzard was a wake-
up call for them. Todd Hobson, VDOT Trans-
portation Operations manager, called last year’s
storm a chance for them to re-evaluate what
they were doing wrong.

“There were a lot of lessons learned, and a
lot of things have been improved as a result,”
he said.

There are now 212 pieces of equipment dedi-
cated to the Reston district, which includes
Great Falls, as well as more than 1,800 pieces
of equipment from VDOT this year.

Hobson said one of the improvements in ser-
vice would come with the Automatic Vehicle
Locator equipment, which will allow them to
track the contractor’s trucks to make sure they
are where they should be.

“The AVL is voluntary, but we are paying
them an incentive to use the AVL, and about
half of the contractors have it already,” he said.
“We’re not tracking every move, but we want
to make certain these guys are where they need
to be. If you’re still snowed in, but we have
guys coming back to the office saying they’re
all done, we want to be able to send them back
out.”

He also recommended that residents shovel
to the right of their driveway, if residents are
facing the road, to avoid having the snow they
just shoveled being put right back in front of
their driveway. He also recommended residents
leave a six to eight feet section open to the left
of their driveway just to be safe.

SNOWPLOW DRIVERS will be getting maps
of each neighborhood that show various high-
risk areas, as well as the outline of streets of
subdivisions, so they know where they are go-
ing.

Eric Knudsen, co-chair of the Great Falls Citi-
zens Association’s transportation committee,
asked Hobson if the drivers could do some re-
connaissance work before any snow fell.

“It would help if your guys drive around the
neighborhood without any snow on the
ground, to get a sense of where they’re going,”
he said.

Hobson said that as part of the training the
drivers were dispatched to their various cov-
erage areas to make sure they knew the lay of
the land.

“We had a three-hour office training session,
then we sent them out to the field,” he said.

There are different priority roads for VDOT
when it comes to snowfall. Roads like

Georgetown Pike and Leesburg Pike are desig-
nated “chemical roads,” because they are the
first to be treated with chemicals, which could
be salt, sand, magnesium chloride or any mix-
ture of those, depending on the exact weather
conditions.

Roads like Springvale Road and Old Domin-
ion Roads fall into the second priority category,
and then come the roads within the subdivi-
sions.

“Our goal is one truck per subdivision map,
and we’ve got 50 of them in the Reston dis-
trict,” Hobson said. “And we’ve got an addi-
tional 22 trucks that are dedicated to the pri-
ority routes.”

VDOT is in the middle of putting all their
maps online, so residents can check them out
and alert VDOT as to any changes or missed
roads.

ELECTED OFFICIALS will also be taking
feedback as to the performance of VDOT dur-
ing any snowfall. Del. Barbara Comstock (R-
34) said residents can post photos and other
materials on her Facebook page.

“Last year we had a lot of pictures sent to
our office and we forwarded them along to
VDOT, so they could see the places that hadn’t
been touched,” she said. “We’ve set up my
Facebook page so people can post photos, we’d
like to get a two-way flow of information go-
ing.”

VDOT has a 24/7 hotline and e-mail address
as well that they will be taking in information
from people as they are affected. The phone
number is (800) FOR-ROAD (367-7623). The
e-mail address is novainfo@vdot.virginia.gov.

The office of Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville) will also be taking input; they can
be reached at 703-356-0551 (TTY 711) or at
Dansville@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Tips for Helping
the Plows

VDOT says there are things residents can do to help
make it easier for the snowplows to clear roads faster
and more efficiently.

❖  Stay off roads as much as possible, packed snow
and ice is hard to remove, and it helps VDOT get main
and secondary roads complete.

❖  Remove vehicles from street or coordinate with
neighbors to park on the same side of the road, which
will allow the plows to make a wider lane.

❖  Plows will always push to the right, so shovel to
the right. A 10-foot open area to the left will also help
avoid re-fill.

❖  When possible, assign one representative for your
homeowner’s association. This helps avoid repeat calls,
which improves reaction times.

Photo by Alex McVeigh/The Connection

Todd Hobson, VDOT Transportation
Operations manager, speaks to resi-
dents at the Grange in Great Falls
about the improvements to VDOT’s
snow removal program in the wake
of last winter’s blizzard.

Keeping Roads Clear
VDOT outlines
improvements to snow
removal program.

I
n the spirit of the holidays, do
nors and volunteers affiliated
with the nonprofit organiza-

tion Our Military Kids provided
gifts to 92 children of Wounded
Warriors across the country, allow-
ing them to have a Christmas with-
out the financial burden.

The project was headed by Bob

Nelson, a real estate agent in Great
Falls, who initiated the gift drive
with Our Military Kids last year to
recognize the service and sacrifice
of Wounded Warrior families dur-
ing the holidays. Nelson recruited
friends and business associates to
serve as his “elves” and adopt a
child or family.

“I wanted to bring extra holiday
cheer to children of our injured
service members and their fami-
lies,” said Nelson. “They make tre-
mendous sacrifices for our free-
dom, and it’s the least we can do
to repay them. When I posted the
information on my website, I re-
ceived an overwhelming response.

It brings so much joy to people in
Northern Virginia to be able to
provide this type of support.”

All of the children had previ-
ously received grants from Our
Military Kids, which provides
funding for children of all
Wounded Warriors and currently
deployed National Guardsmen
and Reservists to participate in
activities such as sports, fine arts,
camps, and tutoring programs.

For more information, visit
www.ourmilitarykids.org.

Bringing Joy to Military Children
Nonprofit organization takes on Santa’s duties for
wounded warriors’ children.
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Opinion

W
e wish our readers, our clients
and everyone who lives, works,
studies, plays, shops or pursues
their avocations here all the

best over this holiday week and beyond into
the New Year. Thank you for making the Con-
nection a part of your week, a part of your year.

This is our last news edition of 2010; next
week shortly after Christmas, readers
will receive the Children’s Connection
our traditional issue devoted to the
writing and artwork of local children
and teens.

In the meantime, we are looking for input
on New Year’s resolutions. Share one or more
of the resolutions you will make for 2011, or
tell us about a past resolution and how you
approached it, for better or worse. Do you have
some tips to share for achieving your goals?
Send us 50-200 words, and please share a
photo as well. We’ll print selections in our first
issue of the New Year, Jan. 5-12, 2011.

Send your submissions to
xxxxxxxxx@connectionnewspapers.com.

Another opportunity to be a part of the Con-
nection: The Pet Connection will publish on

Feb. 2, 2011, send us photos of you and your
pet by Jan. 20.

Alternatives to
Drinking and Driving

A recent ride-along with a Northern Virginia
police officer gave Connection reporter
Alex McVeigh a chance to convey some
of the methods and mission to get drunk
drivers off the road. (See Getting Drunk

Drivers Off the Streets, in Dec. 15’s Reston Con-
nection, http://connectionnewspapers.com/
article.asp?article=346976&paper=71&cat=104)

Among other things on the night of the ride-
along, the officer encountered an apparently
drunk driver who had fallen asleep behind the
wheel waiting to make a right turn, his car run-
ning, his turn signal blinking and vomit evi-
dent down the outside of the driver’s side door.

It’s enough to make you want to stay home.
With the season for holiday parties comes

the increased incidence of driving under the
influence, with drunk driving arrests up more
than 70 percent compared to other times of
year. In 2010, Fairfax County Police have in-

vestigated more than 660 alcohol related acci-
dents. In 2008 in Fairfax County, there were
more than 3,100 arrests for driving under the
influence.

In Arlington, 677 arrests. In Alexandria, 515
arrests. In the City of Fairfax, 181 arrests.

DON’T TAKE THE RISK. Plan ahead, leave
your car at home, take public transportation,
arrange for a designated driver, or choose to
abstain if a designated driver isn’t available.

 But if you find yourself in the unfortunate
position of drinking without a safe way home
on your own this holiday season, the Wash-
ington Regional Alcohol Program has provided
you with a safety net called SoberRide. Take
their number with you when you head out, and
be sure any young adults (must be 21 or over)
in your family are similarly armed.

WRAP’s 2010 Holiday SoberRide program is
available now through 6 a.m., Saturday, Jan.
1, 2011. To receive a free cab ride home (up
to a $30 fare), call 800-200-8294. You must
be 21 or older. (Callers are responsible for any-
thing over $30.)

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year

Editorials

Excerpts from a letter from the Arc
of Virginia to Gov. Bob McDonnell:

Despite our being 8th in per
capita income, Virginia is ranked
46th for its fiscal effort towards
community-based services for Vir-
ginians with developmental dis-
abilities. In addition to its lengthy
waiting lists and continued prac-
tice of institutionalization,
Virginia’s existing community ser-
vices are chronically underfunded.
Virginia’s reimbursement rates for
home and community-based
waiver programs have not kept
pace with inflation, and as a re-
sult, our service system is behind
the rest of the country.

To put it simply, Virginia cannot
sustain the cuts and policies con-
tained in the current budget.

The Arc of Virginia is the
Commonwealth’s oldest and larg-
est advocacy organization for
people with developmental dis-
abilities and their families. It was
The Arc families who, 55 years
ago, established the first education
programs for children with devel-
opmental disabilities. It was The
Arc families, who for decades,
fought for access to community-
based supports so their sons and
daughters would not be forced to
live in state operated institutions.
Today, we ask you to protect the
core state services and supports
that people with developmental
disabilities and their families have
fought so hard for, and improve
access to the services that are still

lacking.
Virginia has not fulfilled the

promise of community integration
for Virginians with developmental
disabilities. More than 1,100 Vir-
ginians with developmental dis-
abilities continue to be institution-
alized in outdated and segregated
state facilities. More than 6,400
Virginians with intellectual and
related developmental disabilities
continue to languish on waiting
lists for community-based sup-
ports. Nearly 3,000 of these indi-
viduals are identified as being in
“urgent need” for reasons such as
living with an aging caregiver, ag-
ing out foster care, or imminent
risk of homelessness. In the face
of this crisis, the current budget
provides no help to any waiting list
families through June 30, 2012.

The Arc of Virginia urges you to
protect existing HCBS Waiver ser-
vices and supports, which are
scheduled to be cut on July 1,
2011, by taking the following ac-
tions in the 2010-2012 Introduced
Budget:

❖ Elimination of the 5 percent
cut in reimbursement rates for
HCBS Waiver programs

❖ Elimination of the 2/3 reduc-
tion in respite hours for families
receiving HCBS Waiver services

❖ Elimination of the reductions
in assistive technology and envi-
ronmental modification

Furthermore, The Arc of Virginia
requests that you to take action to
end the ID and IFDDS Waiver wait-

ing list crisis, beginning with the
following actions:

❖ Removal of budget language
that eliminates 400 new ID Waiv-
ers and 67 new IFDDS Waivers in
FY12, honoring the promise made
to people with developmental dis-
abilities and their families in §
32.1-323.2

❖ Inclusion of funding for 800
new ID Waivers and 165 new
IFDDS Waivers to further aid wait-
ing list families

❖ Provision of $5 million in sup-
port services for 1,000 people who
are also waiting because they have
been denied access due to level of
functioning

Finally, The Arc of Virginia joins
countless other local, state and
national organizations in calling
for an end to Virginia’s antiquated
practice of institutionalizing
people with developmental dis-
abilities. We request that you es-
tablish a comprehensive plan to

transition to a community-based
system of support and reinvest cost
savings to assure successful tran-
sitions, maintain existing services
and provide support to those who
are waiting.

If action is not taken to sustain
and strengthen the community-
based safety net, thousands of Vir-
ginians may be at risk of losing
their homes, jobs and lives in the
community. Please prevent Vir-
ginia from taking a huge step back-
wards in the civil rights movement
for Virginians with developmental
disabilities. It is time to fulfill the
promise of community and end the
segregation of people with devel-
opmental disabilities. Virginia has
waited long enough.

Howard Cullum
President

Jamie Liban
Executive Director

ARC of Virginia

Protecting Virginians with Intellectual Disabilities
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To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call 703-821-5050

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
Will Return after the Holidays

News

Mariah Carey, in town to perform at the
Christmas in Washington Concert, wore a
pair of earrings custom designed and cre-
ated by Jorge Adeler. The concert, hosted
by Ellen DeGeneres and attended by the
Obama family, benefits the Children’s Na-
tional Medical Center and was televised on
TNT.

“Mariah wore a fabulous pair of Adeler
earrings and we are thrilled to have been
able to help her look as beautiful as she did,”
said Jorge Adeler. Carey wore a pair of

double dangle diamond earrings with red
tourmaline drops that matched her dress
beautifully.

Adeler Jewelers is a custom design jew-
elry store that has been servicing their com-
munity since 1975. They specialize in gems,
pearls, diamonds and authentic ancient
coins, all creatively mounted in platinum,
18k and 14k gold.

For more, visit www.AdelerJewelers.com
or call 703.759.4076.

President Obama’s family attended the Christmas in Washington con-
cert.

Mariah Carey Wears Adeler Design for
Christmas in Washington
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Carpet and Furniture Cleaning
• Residential & Commercial Cleaning
• Pet damage specializing in pet urine removal
• Anti allergen and flea and tick treatment
• 24 hour emergency flood damage
• Oriental and area rug cleaning
• We use all natural non toxic cleaners
• 1 to 2 hour dry time

703-437-0555
Free Estimates

45 minute Dry Time
17 Years Experience

Flat Rate pricing - No Hidden Charges
Friendly, Courteous and Certified Techs

Carpet Cleaning
POWERDRY

Call for reservations
703-790-5164

Cocktails
Major Credit Cards

6627 Old Dominion Drive • McLean, VA
McLean Square Mall

A Real
French Bistro
in the Heart
of McLean
Since 1981

Open for Christmas Eve
and New Year’s Eve

See us at www.cafetatti.com

Authentic Northern Italian cuisine in an elegant and inviting setting.

Chef Giuseppe Invites You To

Celebrate New Year’s Eve at

1148 Walker Road, Great Falls, VA 22066
Tel: (703) 759 3131 • Fax: (703) 759 0457

info@danterestaurant.com • www.danterestaurant.com

Reservations - (703) 759-3131

1148 Walker Road • Great Falls, Virginia

Dante
Ristorante

Dante Restaurant in Great Falls
•  A la carte dinner at 6 p.m.

•  A Five Course Gala Dinner from 9 p.m.

   (Includes a Glass of Champagne at Midnight!)

• Disc Jockey, Brian Trace  will play favorite tunes for

  your listening and dancing pleasure

Trinity United Methodist
Church, 1205 Dolley Madison Blvd. in
McLean, has announced their Advent
and Christmas events. 703-356-3312 or
www.umtrinity.org.

❖ Family Service with Pageant.
Friday, Dec. 24 at 5 p.m. Childcare will
be available.

❖ Candlelight & Communion.
Friday, Dec. 24 at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.

St. John’s Episcopal Church,
6715 Georgetown Pike in McLean, has
announced their Christmas worship ser-
vices. 703-356-4902 or
www.stjohnsmclean.org.

❖ Christmas Eve Family Service.
Friday, Dec. 24 at 4 p.m., with Christmas
music beginning at 3:30 p.m. This ser-
vice is especially designed for families
with young children.

❖ Traditional Service of Holy Eu-
charist. Friday, Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. and
10 p.m. Familiar carols, following Christ-
mas music beginning at 6:30 p.m. and
9:30 p.m.

❖ Celebrate with Holy Eucharist.
Saturday, Dec. 25 at 10 a.m. The singing
of familiar carols on Christmas morning.

Chesterbrook United Methodist
Church, 1711 Kirby Road in McLean,
will offer Christmas Eve Candlelight
Communion worship at 7 p.m. on Friday,
Dec. 24. 703-356-7100 or
chesterbrookumc@gmail.com.

The Antioch Christian Church,
1860 Beulah Road in Vienna, invites the
public to their annual Christmas Eve
worship on Friday, Dec. 24 at 7:30 p.m.
The evening will include the story of
Christmas, the singing of Christmas car-
ols with a story for children and

Candlelight Communion. 703-938-6753
or www.antiochdoc.org.

Epiphany United Methodist
Church,  1014 Country Club Drive N.E.
in Vienna, has announced their Christ-
mas schedule. 703-938-3494.

❖ Children & Family Service. Fri-
day, Dec. 24 at 6 p.m.

❖ Traditional Candlelight, Carol
& Communion Service. Friday, Dec.
24 at 9 p.m.

❖ Christmas Celebration. Sunday,
Dec 26 at 11 a.m.

Centering Prayer offered at St.
Dunstan’s, 1830 Kirby Road, McLean,
Tuesdays at 7-7:45 p.m. Centering
prayer is meditation and contemplative
prayer, wordless, trusting, opening of
self to the divine presence. Instruction
offered. marjorie.cole@gmail.com.

Epiphany United Methodist Pre-
school, 1014 Country Club Drive, N.E.
in Vienna, is now enrolling 3-4-year-old
students for the 2010/2011 school year.
Contact 703-938-2391 or
www.epiphanypreschool.com.

Vienna Assembly of God has a
ministry to children on Wednesdays, 7-
8 p.m. at the corner of Center N and Ayr
Hill Avenue, N.E. Children’s Church on
Sundays also available. 703-938-7736 or
www.ViennaAG.com.

Vienna Christian Healing
Rooms, every Saturday, 1-5 p.m., at
8200 Bell Lane. A team of Christians is
available to anyone requesting prayer.
Free and open to the public. 703-698-
9779 or
www.viennachristianhealingrooms.com.

Send announcements to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 22
Todd Wright’s 8th Annual

Christmas Spectacular
(acoustic). 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 23
Santa Jam Benefit Concert. State

Theatre, 220 N. Washington St., Falls
Church. To raise money for Northern
Virginia’s Doorways Women and
Families Shelter and non-profit ‘Music
to Give’. Featuring Tommy Lepson,
Soul Gravity and Linwood Taylor.
$10. An unwrapped child’s Christmas
gift also suggested. Purchase tickets at
www.thestatetheatre.com.

Todd Wright’s 8th Annual
Christmas Spectacular. 8 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 24
Good For The Jews: Putting The

Ha! In Hanaukkah Tour with
Rob Tannenbaum and David
Fagin. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

SUNDAY/DEC. 26
Vienna Volunteer Fire Department

Bingo. 7 p.m. at the VVFD, 400
Center St. South, Vienna. Games held
every Sunday in the Flame Room.
www.vvfd.org.

Agatha Christie’s “The
Mousetrap”. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at
1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students. www.1ststagetysons.org/
mousetrap or 703-854-1856.

Poor Man’s Lobster, Funkmnkyz
and The Arctic Groove. 7:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

MONDAY/DEC. 27
Movie Matinee. 11:30 a.m. Great Falls

Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. Short movies based on popular
children’s books. Bring a lunch and
have a picnic. Age 2-3 with adult.
703-757-8560

Where’s My Face (Dubstep and
Electrohouse) with Viking, DJ

M.A.F., Konstellation and
Hubsmoke. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/DEC. 28
The Dinobabies and Marly

Dumarz. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 29
Berrett and Harrison and Cara

Salimando. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 30
Natalie York and Molly Hagen. 7:30

p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Frostival. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Dulles Expo &
Conference Center, 4368 Chantilly
Shopping Center, Chantilly. Family
fun with storytellers, music and
dance, crafts, interactive activities,
Reptiles Alive, Blue Sky Puppets and
more. Canned food items and new
and gently used winter coats will be
collected to provide to families in
need. www.Frostival.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 31
Agatha Christie’s “The

Mousetrap”. 9 p.m. at 1st Stage,
1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. Special performance and
party. $50. www.1ststagetysons.org/
mousetrap or 703-854-1856.

4th Annual Rocknoceros New
Years Eve Party. 11 a.m., 2 p.m.
and 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Frostival. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Dulles Expo &
Conference Center, 4368 Chantilly
Shopping Center, Chantilly. Family
fun with storytellers, music and
dance, crafts, interactive activities,
The Great Zucchini and more. Canned
food items and new and gently used
winter coats will be collected to
provide to families in need.
www.Frostival.com.

SATURDAY/JAN. 1
Agatha Christie’s “The

Mousetrap”. 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at
1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students. www.1ststagetysons.org/
mousetrap or 703-854-1856.

Mambo Sauce and The Movement.
10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Frostival. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Dulles Expo &
Conference Center, 4368 Chantilly
Shopping Center, Chantilly. Family
fun with storytellers, music and
dance, crafts, interactive activities,
Secret Agent 23 Skidoo and more.
Canned food items and new and
gently used winter coats will be
collected to provide to families in
need. www.Frostival.com.

SUNDAY/JAN. 2
Vienna Volunteer Fire Department

Bingo. 7 p.m. at the VVFD, 400
Center St. South, Vienna. Games held
every Sunday in the Flame Room.
www.vvfd.org.

Agatha Christie’s “The
Mousetrap”. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at
1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students. www.1ststagetysons.org/
mousetrap or 703-854-1856.

The Shield Brothers “Danger

Entertainment

Jennifer Weinreich and John Stange as Mollie and Giles
Ralston in ‘The Mousetrap.’ The 1st Stage Theater, 1524
Spring Hill Road in McLean, present ‘The Mousetrap’ by
Agatha Christie, directed by Jessica Lefkow, on weekends
through Jan. 9. A charming couple opening a new
guesthouse, an array of whimsical guests, in the brink of a
terrible blizzard, a murder is committed. Tickets are
available at www.1ststagetysons.org/mousetrap or 703-
854-1856.
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Faith Notes

Faith Notes are for announcements and events in the faith community. Send to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.

By Shirley J. Gregory

The Connection

P
rovidence Baptist Church in McLean has ap
pointed Rev. Cole Floyd as the new Minis
ter of Students and Families on Dec. 1, a

vacant position he had occupied on temporary
basis. He will continue ministering to young people
from elementary school age through young adult
and their families. His goals are to continue help-
ing youth forge strong Christian lives, and to pro-
vide them access to the resources they may need.
His Bible-centered ministry is based on testimony,
witnessing, and outreach.

Rev. Floyd ministers to 25 young people, seventh
graders through young adults.  For the past year
he has worked to bring the church’s youth together
in order for them to get to know each other, and to
become friends not only in church, but outside of
church as well. “I am pleased to see close bonds
that they have formed,” said Rev. Floyd. Rev.

Rev. Floyd leads teens in visits to nursing homes,
in reaching out to the homeless and needy, and in
helping each other, and meeting each other’s needs,
even help with homework. Rev. Floyd believes that
when teens learn to minister to others at their age,
it strengthens their faith and gives them a confidence
that will serve them well in college and adult life.

“We sponsor ‘fun’ activities so that young people
can get to know each other,” he said, “such as the
‘Lock-In’ planned for January. Once the teens be-
come comfortable with the relationships they forge
through these activities, the Biblical studies, and
the ministry available to them, they feel comfort-
able about inviting their un-churched friends to
visit the church and get involved.”

Minister of Students and Families is a position
Rev. Floyd’s life experiences has more than pre-
pared him to assume. In addition to growing up in
Providence Baptist Church and being a part of its
close-knit congregation, he was a Christian coun-
selor at the popular sports camp Summer’s Best
Two Weeks in Boswell, Pa., through high school
and college. He led the Chi Alpha Christian Fel-
lowship at Longwood University for two years, and
was the Children’s Ministry Intern at Providence

before graduating. He has preached at and led Bible
studies in senior living facilities and Christian as-
semblies as far away as Albany, Ind.

After graduating from Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville, Ky., in 2009, Rev. Floyd
became a Preaching Associate in Norberth Wales,
sharing teaching responsibilities with Pastor Chris
Rees. He also travelled to various congregations in
Southwest Wales and other parts of the UK to
preach in mid-week and Sunday services. It was
there he noticed an interesting phenomenal. “In
most instances I was the youngest person in the
church,” said Rev. Floyd. “And, there were no young
people attending church.”  In order to minister to
young people in Wales, he had to get in touch with
local youth organizations.

Rev. Floyd’s installment as Providence’s youth
minister was incidental. The position became va-
cant just as Rev. Floyd returned from Wales, and
he agreed to step in until a permanent replace-
ment was found. His successes in ministering to
the church’s youth, bringing them to fellowship
with each other and the entire church body, proved
that he is the best choice for the job.

Rev. Tim Floyd is pastor of Providence Baptist
Church, and Rev. Cole Floyd’s father. He said, “Cole
was a fill-in. It was a coincidence that the ministry
position became vacant  just as his ministry in Wales
ended.

“I feel God has prepared Cole for this. He has a
vision for the kids,” he continued, “and he has done
well. We’re very pleased that he signed up for the
permanent position.”

Rev. Cole Floyd’s plan for the future is to build
on what he has already accomplished. He has seen
the Reach Out energy grow exponentially this year
among the teens, and he plans to build upon that,
ministering to the church family and the commu-
nity even more.  There are plans for mission trips
abroad, as well. He and the teens will travel to
Zimbabwe next summer, and he plans to take them
to a mission trip abroad each year.

Providence Baptist Church is located at 8980
Brook Road in McLean. Sunday worship is at 10
a.m.; Bible Study Plus is on Sunday at 11:20 a.m.
Rev. Cole Floyd meets with the Single Young Adults
every other Tuesday at 7 p.m. at 1222 Providence
Terrace in McLean (oneway@providencetoday.org).

Wednesday nights are family nights at Providence, with
something for every family member: Dinner at 5:45 p.m.;
Adult Bible Study at 7 p.m.; Student Ministry at 7 p.m.; and,
Kids Ministry and AWANA at 6:30 p.m. Contact the church
at 703-893-5330; the website is providencetoday.org.

Pastor Cole Floyd, permanently appointed Minister of
Students and Families, is poised to build on the suc-
cesses of the past year.

Rev. Cole Floyd is shown
with Rev. Tim Floyd,
Senior Pastor of Provi-
dence Baptist Church, his
ministry appointment
confirmed.

Helping Youth at Local Church
Rev. Cole Floyd installed as
Providence’s new Minister
of Students and Families.
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Danger” Release Show and The
Getaways. 6 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

Frostival. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Dulles Expo &
Conference Center, 4368 Chantilly
Shopping Center, Chantilly. Family
fun with storytellers, music and
dance, crafts, interactive activities,
Rocknoceros and more. Canned food
items and new and gently used winter
coats will be collected to provide to
families in need. Military Appreciation
Day: all active duty military and
veterans receive free adult admission
with a valid ID. www.Frostival.com.

MONDAY/JAN. 3
Fred Eaglesmith. 8 p.m. Jammin’

Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 5
Brian Huber Full Band

“Imagination of Ourselves” CD
Release, Gringo and Dimestore.
7:30 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/JAN. 6
Elizabeth and The Catapult, The

Last Monarchs and Cecelia
Jeffrey. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY/JAN. 7
Agatha Christie’s “The

Mousetrap”. 8 p.m. at 1st Stage,
1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. $25 adults, $15 students.
www.1ststagetysons.org/mousetrap
or 703-854-1856.

greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

Send Your Photos
& Stories Now to

Be sure to include your name,
address and phone number, and

identify all people and pets in photos.
Submission deadline is January 20.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection

in February
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

L
angley High School welcomed Thomas
Howard, programs director of the Matthew
Shepard Foundation for a question and
answer session following the premiere of

their performance of “The Laramie Project.” The play
examines homosexuality, hate, tolerance and com-
munity in the wake of the death of Matthew Shepard,
who was severely beaten and left to die by two men
in October of 1998.

“I have been blessed with the opportunity to spend
my life watching people perform ‘The Laramie
Project,’ and I think this generation really gets it,”
Howard said.

The actors in the play said they
learned a lot about what a trag-
edy like the death of Shepard
brings out in people.

“I thought I understood a lot
more than I did, now I know
there’s a lot I have to learn,” said
senior Nicole Kang, who played
four roles. “I didn’t understand
how much people can hate, and
by the same token, how much
they can love.”

Senior James Mamana, who
played Dennis Shepard, father of Matthew, in addi-
tion to other roles, said the act of trying to become
the people in the play opened his eyes.

“The biggest difference was the before and after
once you put yourself in their shoes,” he said. “Every
time you go on stage you learn not just about the
people you are portraying, but about yourself.”

THE AUDIENCE asked the actors if it was hard to
portray some of the more hateful characters in the
play, because some of them said very hateful things.

“It made me a little uncomfortable, some of the
things I had to say,” said junior Jordan Moeller, who
played among other roles the leader of a protest from
the Westboro Baptist Church. “But we have to open
up in order to educate, we have to show people can
be like, because this play is to educate.”

Despite what people at Langley learned from the

play, Howard said that a lot of people in Laramie are
still in some form of denial. But he also said that the
people he spoke with are accepting of the play as it
was written, because of the accuracy not found in
subsequent media reports.

“Most people I know who are the characters are
proud of the product,” Howard said. “This is Matt’s
legacy, and it’s not sensationalized, it doesn’t paint
him as a martyr.”

With issues like anti-gay bullying and the repeal
of the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy at the
forefront of the news today, several audience mem-
bers questioned how much progress was being made.

Howard said he does “not believe that there’s an
increase in anti-gay bullying, it’s just that we’re talk-
ing about it more.”

Howard urged members of the audience to take a
look at their own community, and to take the les-
sons they learned from the play.

“It’s not a gay thing,” he said. “It’s a values thing.
If you don’t want me to force my values on you, then
don’t force your values on me.”

Senior Zack Gray, who plays
several roles, including the doc-
tor who ran the hospital where
Matthew Shepard was treated,
said he witnessed a change of at-
titude firsthand.

“One of my friends asked what
I was doing this weekend, and I
told him I’d be in this play. He
asked what it was about and I told
him, and he said ‘that’s really
gay,’” Gray said. “So I told him
what it was in detail, what the
play was really about, and he

didn’t have much to laugh about after that.”

HOWARD also revealed to the audience a fact about
the case that wasn’t released until much later, and
that a lot of people didn’t know. He said that when
Reggie Flutey, the officer who responded to the call
when Shepard was found, arrived on the scene, there
was a female deer next to Shepard keeping him
warm, and that was one of the reasons it was theo-
rized that Shepard survived 18 hours out in the cold.

“The challenge to each of you is to tell each other
what you’re feeling, never assume anyone else in your
life knows you love them, unless you tell them,”
Howard said.

The play was attended by hundreds of students
and parents from the Langley community, and also
featured a silent auction that raised $7,000 for the
Matthew Shepard Foundation.

Thomas Howard, programs director of the Matthew Shepard Foundation, speaks to
the audience at Friday night’s performance of “The Laramie Project” along with
members of the cast.

Replacing Hate With Acceptance
“Laramie Project” premiere
features question and
answer session.
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Viewpoints

What did you learn from the
performance of “The Laramie Project?”

“I didn’t understand
how much people
can hate, and by the
same token, how
much they can love.”

— Nicole Kang,
Senior, Langley High

Natalie Bozorgzad, senior,
Langley High School

“You always hear certain phrases
like ‘that’s so gay’ and I learned
how big of a deal that is. It’s not
something to say lightly, and it
shouldn’t be used the way kids use
it most of the time.”

Stephen Rainey, senior,
Langley High School

“I learned about the story of the
deer being with Matthew, that he
wasn’t alone. I hadn’t heard that
before the Q-and-A. It also rein-
forced what our [Gay-Straight
Alliance organization at school]
says, that people are who they are,
and you have to accept that.”

Hayley Mueller, senior,
Langley High School

“This is the fifth time I’ve seen
the play, and no matter how many
times I see it, I go home with a
new perspective. I’m 100 percent
in support of gay rights, but every
time I go home after seeing it, I
think I’m not doing nearly
enough.”

Stavie Browne, freshman,
Christopher Newport University

“You can’t judge someone until
you know them. I learned how
much people can judge without
knowing, whether it’s assuming
that it’s wrong to be gay, or to
assume Matthew Shepard was a
martyr. Those are the kind of
extreme conclusions you can come
to without knowing.”

Shannon Megrue, senior,
Langley High School

“I learned how many perspec-
tives there are, and just because
you agree with something doesn’t
mean that you’re a good person or
disagree you’re a bad person.”
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Potomac

Best Wishes
For The Holidays

Photo by Louise Krafft
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Wondering whether what I’m feeling
physically is symptomatic of my having my
stage IV lung cancer – or not, has become the
bane of my existence. The presumed inevita-
bility of it wears on me night and day. Though
my overall stress level is significantly lower
than when I was working full time, commut-
ing two rush-hours a day by car and being
“clock-radioed” at 5:30 a.m. Monday through
Friday, I’d be lying if I said living with my diag-
nosis/prognosis is “no problem.”

Having said – and admitted that out loud, I
am however, reasonably able to get on with
the activities of my daily living and pretty
much be counted on to finish most of what I
start. And what I find myself needing to finish
most are my quarterly scans: Bone, CT and
Brain MRI, which I have every three months
per my participation in a Schering Plough
“Randomized Phase 2 Study”.

After 15 months in, my results have been,
to quote myself (and referring to a previously
published column): “Scantastic!” Neverthe-
less, future results/my health could change in
a week – or so I’ve been reminded, profes-
sionally. As such, I’ve learned to take the so-
far good news with the as-yet-not-received
bad news. Still, if there’s good news to be
heard, given the terminal nature of my origi-
nal prognosis, I want to hear it. More impor-
tantly – for me, I need to know how to proc-
ess it, and where to place it in my compart-
mentalized/ “defense-mechanismed” brain –
for self-preservation of course, so that I don’t
upset this delicate Libra balance that I strive
to maintain. And it’s about this time (eight to
10 weeks out) in my recurring quarterly scan
cycle when my subconscious takes over.

I believe this happens because of some-
thing my oncologist said about eight months
ago. That was when I first received unex-
pected and amazing news from him – follow-
ing the previous week’s scans. The tumors
were not moving or growing. In fact, there
seemed to be more scar tissue than tumors,
the doctor said. Perplexed at what it all
meant, since I came in experiencing what I
thought were cancer-related symptoms, my
oncologist attempted to put me at ease – and
clarify as well when he said: “You’ve been
scanned stem to stern in the last week, any-
thing you feel over the next eight weeks,
don’t even worry about it. It’s not the cancer,”
(the cancer that we know about, ergo the
continuing mental problem). And as reassur-
ing and wonderful as that answer/explanation
was, it has however, had an unintended
effect: anxiety.

Per my doctor’s advice, for the first eight
weeks after my scans and every-three-week
appointment with my oncologist have been
completed, I really don’t worry too much (as
much, to be honest) about whatever I might
be feeling physically/the cancer. It’s all good.
However, once I’m into the ninth week or so,
the worm turns and all presumptions, ration-
alizations and nothing-to-worry-abouts con-
cerning my cancer/any miscellaneous symp-
toms I may be experiencing, are off. At that
point on my mental calendar, the cancer win-
dow is officially open for business, or so my
subconscious thinks. It’s the next four weeks
until I’m scanned again that my brain is in
total control. It reacts, overreacts, wonders,
worries, stresses about every little thing I feel,
or think I feel. I can’t stop it. I can only
endure it.

Consequently, those/these next four weeks
can’t pass quickly enough. And as peculiar as
it may sound, I’m not nearly as nervous for
those scan results as much as I am eager for
them. At least then, I’ll know exactly where
my cancer is or – more importantly, where it’s
not. Then I’ll be back in control, for another
eight weeks, anyway. It may not be an ideal
way to live, but it is living and it is feeling,
and it sure beats the alternative.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

A Quarter for
My Thoughts

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

VETERINARY  RECEPTIONIST
Small animal hosp.  Great Falls.  Will 
train. 703-757-7570 • www.ourvets.comNATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV 

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Send school notes to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Elaina Ebersole of McLean, majoring
in human nutrition, foods and exercise in
the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
is now serving as a Hokie Ambassador for
Virginia Tech.

Hokie Ambassadors primarily provide the
tours for prospective undergraduates. The
Hokie Ambassadors exemplify what it
means to be a Hokie through dedication and
service.

Corey Jean Gartenhaus of Great Falls
has graduated with  a bachelor of arts in
marketing and advertisting/public relations
from Marietta College of Marietta, Ohio.

Zachary D. Geller of Great Falls has
been accepted to The Graduate School at
Virginia Tech. Geller is majoring in civil
engineering and pursuing a master of sci-
ence in the College of Engineering.

Randi Myers of Oakton has graduated
from Coastal Carolina University of Conway,
S.C. with a bachelor of science, cum laude.

Michael Yauss of Vienna has graudated
from Coastal Carolina University of Conway,
S.C. with a bachelor of science in business
administration.

Beth R. Stein of Vienna has been ac-
cepted to The Graduate School at Virginia
Tech. Stein is majoring in forestry and pur-
suing a master of science.

Kiran Karra of Vienna has been ac-
cepted to The Graduate School at Virginia
Tech. Karra is majoring in electrical engi-
neering and pursuing a master of science.

Brian C. Cheng of Vienna has been ac-
cepted to The Graduate School at Virginia
Tech. Cheng is  majoring in computer engi-
neering and pursuing a master of science.

Matthew J. Rathje of Vienna has been
accepted to The Graduate School at Virginia
Tech. Rathje is pursuing a Master of Infor-
mation Technology.

Troy M. Morgan of Vienna has been
accepted to The Graduate School at Virginia
Tech. Morgan is majoring in human devel-
opment and pursuing a master of science.

Arun Sundaram Sundaram of Vienna
has been accepted to The Graduate School
at Virginia Tech. Sundaram is majoring in
computer science and applications and pur-
suing a master of science .

Oakton residents Nicholas McCormick
and Louisa C. Stanwich have been
named to the president’s list at Randolph-
Macon Academy in Front Royal for the first
quarter of the 2010-2011 school year.
McCormick, a junior at the Academy, is the
son of Michael and Gabrielle McCormick of
Oakton.

Stanwich, a freshman at the Academy, is
the daughter of John and Maria Carosa
Stanwich of Oakton.

School Notes



Great Falls Connection  ❖  December 22-28, 2010  ❖  15www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility is proposing to install new wireless telecommu-
nications antennas on an existing building located at 2110 
Washington Blvd., Arlington, VA. The new facility will consist of 
adding three panel antennas (one per sector) to existing roof-
top mounts at 62 feet above ground level. Support equipment 
will be placed on an existing rooftop equipment pad. Any inter-
ested party wishing to submit comments regarding the poten-
tial effects the proposed facility may have on any historic prop-
erty may do so by sending such comments to: Project 
61107459-SF c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail 
South, York, PA 17403, or via telephone at 781-273-2500.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application for the collocation of new 
antennas on the building located at 2001 North Adams Street, 
Arlington, Virginia. AT&T is publishing this notice in accord-
ance with Federal regulation 37CFR1.1301 et seq, the National 
Environmental Policy Act and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation 36 CFR 800. The project referenced as “Fort 
Strong” will consist of the collocation of new antennas onto ex-
isting antenna mounts. In addition, new conduit will be run 
from the antennas to the existing flex bay. Parties interested in 
submitting comments or questions regarding any potential ef-
fects of the proposed facility on Historic Properties may do so 
in writing by contacting Carol Blitz, AT&T, at 7150 Standard 
Drive, Hanover, Maryland 21076 or c/o theresa.scarlato@at-
cassociates.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application for the collocation of new 
antennas on the building located at 1900 Columbia Pike, Ar-
lington, Virginia. AT&T is publishing this notice in accordance 
with Federal regulation 37CFR1.1301 et seq, the National En-
vironmental Policy Act and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation 36 CFR 800. The project referenced as “Court 
House” will consist of the collocation of antennas on the roof of 
the building. In addition, conduit will be run from the equipment 
shelter to the antennas. Parties interested in submitting com-
ments or questions regarding any potential effects of the pro-
posed facility on Historic Properties may do so in writing by 
contacting Carol Blitz, AT&T, at 7150 Standard Drive, Hanover, 
Maryland 21076 or c/o theresa.scarlato@atcassociates.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to modify an existing telecom-
munications installation inside a steeple located on a church at 
4110 N. Old Glebe Rd., Arlington, VA. The modification in-
cludes removal and replacement of three antennas (one from 
each sector) with three new antennas in the same locations at 
a height of 87 feet, and the addition of three antennas at a 
height of 83 feet within the steeple. Any interested party wish-
ing to submit comments regarding the potential effects the pro-
posed facility may have on any historic property may do so by 
sending such comments to: Project 61107882-MAT c/o EBI 
Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail South, York, PA, 17403, 
or via telephone at (781) 273-2500.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to modify a wireless telecom-
munications facility on a building located at 1415 N. Oak St., 
Arlington, VA. The proposed modification consists of adding 
three antennas (one per sector) at a height of 73.4 feet on the 
rooftop. Two antennas will be mounted behind an existing 
screen wall, and one will be on an existing chimney. Any inter-
ested party wishing to submit comments regarding the poten-
tial effects the proposed facility may have on any historic prop-
erty may do so by sending such comments to: Project 
61108009-MAT c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail 
South, York, PA, 17403, or via telephone at (781) 273-2500.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Friendly Painting &
Construction

friendlypnc.yc@gmail.com

No Job Too Small or Big
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Class A Lic. VA & MD • Fully Insured & Bonded
703–425–3600

•Prof. Painting Residential/Commercial
•Kitchens, Baths, Basements, Remodeling

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

HAULING

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
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Sports
Great Falls Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

L
ocal high school basketball fans
from McLean and Langley both
got a taste of victory during an
early season girls’-boys’ double-

header last Friday night at McLean.
In the evening’s first game, the home team

McLean girls bested Langley, 50-36, in the
cross-town contest. Then, in the boys’ night-
cap game, Langley edged the Highlanders,
43-42.

Langley, with the boys’ game win, im-
proved its record to 2-4 overall. The Sax-
ons, in the Liberty District affair, were led
by David Adams’ 16 points. Also in double
digit scoring for the Saxons was Jeff
Cochran with 11 points. Braden Anderson
added six points and Daniel Dixon five for
the winners. For McLean (3-3), Gordon Rigo
scored a game-high 17 points. He was the
lone Highlander player in double digit scor-
ing, although Thomas Van Wazer and Sango
Amolo brought some balance to the team’s
scoring output with nine and eight points,
respectively.

McLean led 16-11 after one quarter but
the Saxons trailed by just one point at half-
time and trailed just 33-31 after three quar-
ters before outscoring the guests 12-9 in the
final stanza to win.

In the girls’ game, McLean (2-3) jumped
out to a 14-7 lead after one quarter and held
a 23-11 halftime advantage. The Saxons (0-
4), still in search of their first win, were
outscored by just two points in the second
half.

Lisa Murphy led McLean with 15 points,
while Andie Romness was also in double
figures with 12 points. Erin Mundy contrib-

uted seven points, Christy Warren scored
five and Shellie Kaniut four for the High-
landers.

Langley senior Sarah Kleinknecht and
younger sister Jennie Kleinknecht, a sopho-
more, both scored 11 points to lead the
Saxons. Jessica Stewart, another sopho-
more, added seven points.

The McLean girls, since beginning the
season with losses to Robinson and Wash-
ington-Lee at the Woodson High Tip-Off
Tournament, have won three of their last
four games - a 39-26 home win over Falls
Church, a 49-45 win at Yorktown, a non-
region home loss to North Stafford, and the
recent victory over Langley.

The Highlander girls are coached by Mike
O’Brien, while Keith Eastman is at the helm
of Langley.

MCLEAN boys’ head coach Kevin Roller,
despite his team’s one-point loss to Langley,
is pleased with the way his Highlanders
have played early on this season. Since an
0-2 start, with the setbacks coming to Paul
VI, 63-42, and Robinson, 74-49, at the
Woodson Tip-Off, McLean has won three of
its last four games, the setback coming to
the Saxons on Friday after the Highlanders
had won three straight over Falls Church,
66-41, Yorktown, 55-45, and The Heights
(Washington, D.C.), 75-70 in overtime. In
the win over The Heights, a private school
opponent, Kevin Lastova nailed a three-
pointer at the final regulation buzzer to tie
the game and force overtime where McLean
won.

The Highlanders have just three seniors
on their roster - guards Edwin Manson and
Brian Godla, and center Charlie Davis.

“We have had a strong start to our sea-
son,” said McLean coach Kevin Roller. “We
are a team that is looking to improve each
week and we have succeeded so far.”

While the Highlanders lost by lopsided
scores in their two games at the Woodson
tourney, Roller was not downcast regard-
ing the contests with the Panthers and

Rams.
“It was great to open the season against

Paul VI and Robinson,” he said. “While we
went 0-2 in the tip-off tournament we led
both games at the end of the first quarter
and saw not just what we could become as
a team but what we needed to improve
upon to accomplish our objectives. The guys
were disappointed by the outcome but I told
them that we were in a better position mov-
ing forward than if we had found a less com-
petitive tournament and had gone 2-0.”

The Highlanders came back strong with
their three straight victories.

“We played a very strong second half
[against Falls Church] and then [against
Yorktown] we played the best defense of
the season and had five players score be-
tween eight and 15 points,” said Roller. “We
slipped in our focus and execution in our
game versus The Heights, giving up a nine-
point halftime lead. But we were able to go
the length of the floor in the final five sec-
onds and hit a game tying three-pointer by
Kevin.”

McLean’s top scorers through six games
are juniors Rogo (18 points) and Van Wazer
(14 points, 9 rebounds per game). Strong
support has come from seniors Godla and
Davis, as well as juniors Amolo, Daniel

Lewis, Lastova, and Mark Hannibal.
The McLean boys will travel to Panama

City Beach, Florida over the holidays (Dec.
28-30), where they will take part in the Area
Glass Marlin Holiday Tournament, hosted
by Arnold High School in Panama City
Beach.

“Our goal at the tournament is to grow
closer as a group and to continue to im-
prove with each game against what will be
much stronger competition than we saw in
our Holiday Tournament last year. While we
certainly hope to come home with a win-
ning record in Florida, the more important
objective is to continue to improve as a team
and position us for the remainder of the
District schedule and, hopefully, beyond.”

THE LANGLEY HIGH BOYS (2-4) will
be playing at Westfield High’s Bulldog Bash
Tournament Dec. 28-30. The Saxons, in
their tournament opener on Dec. 28, will
meet Potomac High at 12:30.

Langley (2-4) lost its first four games to
begin the season before coming back with
two straight victories - 78-59 over visiting
Fairfax on Dec. 14, and Friday’s one-point
triumph over McLean. The Saxons were
scheduled to play at Centreville High ear-
lier this week on Tuesday, Dec. 21.

Langley boys’ coach Travis Hess has seen the Saxons win two straight
following four losses to start the season.

McLean boys’ coach Kevin Roller said his team has progressively im-
proved over the first several weeks of the season.

Rivals McLean and Langley Meet on Hardwood
Highlander girls
prevail, while Saxon
boys are also winners.
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The Madeira School, in a private school var-
sity swim meet held on Tuesday, Dec. 7,
defeated Holy Child, 104-79, to improve their
season record to 1-1.

“We had a strong showing for this being the
second meet of the season,” said Madeira coach
Rod Montrie. “Our top swimmers look to be in
mid-season form even though it is still early in
the season. And our relays are beginning to look
strong.”

Madeira swept all three relays - the 200-med-
ley relay, with a team of senior Christa Ann
Saunders, juniors Ann Griffin and Brittney
Jansen, and freshman Michaela Saunders; the
200-free relay, made up of senior Rachel Tang,
Griffin, sophomore Grace Johnson and Michael

Saunders; and the 400-freestyle relay team of
Christa Ann Saunders, Jansen, Alagia, and
Johnson.

Double winners for Madeira were Alagia (200
and 500-free events); Christa Ann Saunders
(100-butterfly and 100-backstroke); and Jansen
(50 and 100-freestyle races).

Also, junior Kat Pfleeger posted personal-best
times in the 500-free and 100-back events; and
Johnson posted personal best times in the 200-
free and the 100-fly events. In diving,
sophomore Sara-Nia Coleman completed her
first meet and did a great job, according to
coach Montrie.

Madeira’s next meet is Friday, Jan. at home
against Maret.

Madeira Swimmers Make It 1-1



Great Falls Connection  ❖  December 22-28, 2010  ❖  17www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your Faith Community call Karen at 703- 917-6468

bSt. LUKE A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Peter G. Taylor, Pastor

“Serving the People of God”

SHERATON RESTON HOTEL

LET US WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 A.M.

571-337-2022

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS SUNDAY: 11:00 AM

Home Sales

Copyright 2010 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

Address ..............................BR FB . HB .. Postal City ... Sold Price ... Type ....... Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
954 SENECA RD ......................... 5 ... 5 .... 2 ....GREAT FALLS ... $1,490,000 .... Detached ... 1.13 ............................. SMITHERS D J
1193 LEES MEADOW CT ........... 4 ... 4 .... 1 ....GREAT FALLS ... $1,380,000 .... Detached ... 0.83 ........ COLVIN MEADOW ESTATES
11600 AIR VIEW LN .................. 5 ... 3 .... 1 ....GREAT FALLS ... $1,310,000 .... Detached ... 3.66 ....................... SUGARLAND RUN
11198 BEACH MILL RD ............. 4 ... 3 .... 1 ....GREAT FALLS ... $1,200,000 .... Detached ... 2.17 ............. GARNIER MILL ESTATES
537 UTTERBACK STORE RD ..... 4 ... 4 .... 1 ....GREAT FALLS ...... $930,000 .... Detached ... 1.72 .............................. DRANESVILLE
525 LOST ACRE LN ................... 5 ... 3 .... 1 ....GREAT FALLS ...... $828,000 .... Detached ... 5.00 ........... OLD DOMINION ESTATES
633 RIVER BEND RD ................. 4 ... 3 .... 0 ....GREAT FALLS ...... $800,000 .... Detached ... 5.00 ............... GREAT FALLS HEIGHTS
513 SPRINGVALE RD ................. 4 ... 3 .... 1 ....GREAT FALLS ...... $710,000 .... Detached ... 0.50 ............................... GREAT FALLS
10740 WYNKOOP DR ................ 4 ... 2 .... 1 ....GREAT FALLS ...... $629,000 .... Detached ... 0.53 ................................ LOCKMEADE
848 CONSTELLATION DR .......... 4 ... 3 .... 0 ....GREAT FALLS ...... $569,000 .... Detached ... 0.51 ......................... OLIVER ESTATES
901 GOLDEN ARROW ST .......... 3 ... 3 .... 0 ....GREAT FALLS ...... $500,000 .... Detached ... 0.60 ......................... OLIVER ESTATES

November 2010

$1,490,000 ~ $500,000

collected gifts to benefit families
at three other shelters in the area,”
Mahon said.

Mahon said she was pleased she
was able to add about 20 more
donors to her list this year, bring-
ing the total to approximately 135
“angels” whose generosity will
benefit 400 people in need.

Some gifts were as simple and
practical as baby shampoo, diapers
and wipes for children who live in
homeless shelters; some mothers

are just teens.
Other gifts were more elabo-

rate. David, a Fairfax County fos-
ter teen, asked for a bike so he
could get to and from his classes
and job at Old Dominion Univer-
sity. Instead, he received two
bikes and a basket filled with bik-
ing gear.

Denise Cannon, the community
coordinator for Artemis House, a
county-sponsored shelter for vic-
tims of domestic violence, said that
baby diapers and adult hygiene
products are always a welcome gift

to families at the shelter. “I think
people are realizing how impor-
tant family is, and they want to
help struggling families who may
not have the support that they
have,” Cannon said.

Wish List beneficiaries include
the Embry Rucker Community
Shelter in Reston, Shelter House
in Falls Church, the Katherine
Hanley Family Shelter in Fairfax,
St. Ann’s Infant and Maternity
Home in Hyattsville and 75 Fairfax
County foster teens. This year,
Mahon added Artemis House.

From Page 3

Wish List Touches Many
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

S
t. Francis Creche Preschool in Great Falls
held their annual Christmas Pageant Friday,
with students ages two through five re-en
acting the circumstances surrounding the

birth of Jesus. The pageant is one of the yearly tradi-
tions at the school.

“It’s probably our most popular event,” said Rev-
erend Penny Bridges, rector at St. Francis. “It’s a great
way for the whole creche community to come to-
gether.”

Teachers at the school spent the last weeks of the
year training more than 70 students to be part of the
play.

“The teachers have really been working hard on
this project,” said Jane Ruppe, director of St. Francis.

Many students weren’t able to show up for the
pageant, as a stomach flu that was going around pre-
vented them from showing up. But that didn’t stop
the remaining students from putting on quite a show.

Megan Salas conducted the pageant, sitting facing
the students during the performance playing acous-
tic guitar and singing. This is her fifth year doing the
show, and she says her favorite part is watching how
much fun everyone has.

“The teacher, families and kids just love it every
year,” Salas said. “My favorite part is watching the
little guys and girls dressed up as the animals and
the twinkling stars. It’s adorable.”

The pageant was anything but formal, with stu-
dents breaking away from the group on occasion to
hug their parents, and some even interrupting the
performance to say “Hi mom!”

After the performance, students and parents gath-
ered for a holiday party and lunch to celebrate the
holiday season. For those involved with the program,
it was a great way to end the semester as well as
kick off Christmas week.

“It’s a great way to start getting ready for Christ-
mas,” Salas said.

A
rt Night Out 2010 was
a special evening of art
and entertainment, and

an opportunity to invest in the
community. It was a colorful
scene: art teachers painting
fresh canvasses while hors
d’oeuvres were passed, music
was playing and art enthusiasts
and students were admiring
works donated for auction by
local and regional artists.

The event, sponsored by
Great Falls Foundation for the
Arts, is held an-
nually to raise
awareness and
funds for the
Great Falls
School of Art.
Proceeds will
be used to se-
cure workshop
space, establish
scholarships,
expand the
school’s cur-
riculum and
promote its programs.

“Our community is home to
tremendous artistic talent and
energy,” said GFFFTA Chairman
Diane Falconer. “Great Falls
School of Art was established by
the Foundation in 2008 to help
nurture and celebrate that tal-
ent,” she explained. “The
GFFFTA Board of Directors is so
very grateful for each of the
guests, sponsors and contribu-
tors who supported the school
by participating in Art Night
Out. A special thanks is due the
artist members of Great Falls
Studios who contributed a por-
tion of the proceeds from their
2010 Studios Tour to benefit
the school.”

According to Great Falls
School of Art teacher Jill Banks,

“There is a steady demand for
art instruction in our commu-
nity, and that’s an exciting chal-
lenge. Funds raised at Art Night
Out 2010 to promote and grow
the school will position us to
better meet that demand.”

“Equally as important,” said
GFFFTA Chairman Falconer,
“Art Night Out provided a spe-
cial opportunity to raise aware-
ness about how GFFFTA’s vision
for the school meshes with the
art community’s ongoing efforts

to make Great
Falls a more art-
ful place.

“Local artists
have voiced
strong support
for a future
c o m m u n i t y
Center for the
Arts in Great
Falls — a multi-
use facility that
would provide a
‘cultural cam-

pus’ for artists, art students, art
enthusiasts, collectors, perform-
ers and patrons, while increas-
ing Great Falls’ visibility as a
noted Northern Virginia arts
destination,” Falconer said.

GFFFTA was formed in 2007
by local artists to establish a non-
profit fundraising vehicle to sup-
port the arts in the community.
Great Falls School of Art is a pro-
gram of GFFFTA. Professional
instruction is offered on a semes-
ter basis for adults, teens and
children by established local and
regional artists. More than 450
students have enrolled in as
many as 90 classes and work-
shops to date. To learn more
about what the school has
planned for 2011, please visit
www.greatfallsfoundationforarts.org.

Artists Invest in
the Community
Art Night Out 2010 raises
awareness and money for the
Great Falls School of Art.

From left, Tommy Maxson, 4, Peter
Kuligowski, 4 and Drew Maguire, 4, play
the three kings at the St. Francis Creche
Christmas pageant Friday.

Jane Ruppe, director of the St. Francis
Creche Preschool helps drummer boy
Quinn Wootton, 4, make it to the stage.

Students at St. Francis
Creche Preschool
perform their annual
Christmas pageant
Friday afternoon.
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Preschool Pageant
St. Francis Creche
Preschool tells the
story of Christmas.

Great Falls
Studios Board
Member Gail
Pean presents
a donation to
support the art
school to
GFFFTA Chair-
man Diane
Falconer.

“Our community
is home to
tremendous
artistic talent
and energy.”

— GFFFTA Chairman
Diane Falconer
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Jan & Dan Laytham
703-759-7777 Office
703-444-1991 Home

www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

DanJanJan Dan

Lynn Kemmerer
Buyer Agent

Anne Morrow
Buyer Agent

Great Falls $3,495,000

Great Falls $1,125,000 Great Falls $1,399,000

Great Falls $1,379,000Vienna $1,039,900Great Falls $1,025,000

Great Falls $1,299,000

5 A
C
R
ES

Great Falls $2,275,000

Great Falls $1,300,000

6 A
C
R
ES

Great Falls $7,650,000

Fairfax $535,000

McLean $7,950,000 Great Falls $1,800,000

McLean $12,950,000

11 A
C
R
ES

McLean $1,795,000


